Community Planning Aberdeen
Sustainable City Outcome Improvement Group
Meeting on Teams 10th March 2022

Present: Alison Leslie (in place of Sinclair Laing), Ann Wakefield, Fiona Mann, Hugo Van Woerden, Jacqui Bell, Jillian Evans, Joanne Riach, John Ashton, Kelly Wiltshire, Philip Evans and Steven Shaw
Meeting taken up by presentation of 'Place think piece' by Hugo followed by discussion around implications for SC projects. It will be going to the Population Health Alliance for strategic review and potential commitment. (Slides and document from Hugo attached.)

A few of the points made:
· ‘Beautility’ concept useful for sustainable travel – evidence that people are more likely to walk/cycle in a more attractive setting. More generally, incorporate place-making into our planning.
· Use the approaching living standards crisis as an entry point for promoting green strategies as a support to balance household budgets e.g. walk/cycle far cheaper than running a car and food growing.
· Open Space Survey Aberdeen running until 20 March collecting views of Aberdeen’s green and open spaces: https://consultation.aberdeencity.gov.uk/communities-housing-and-infrastructure/aberdeen-open-space-survey/ 
· It's your neighbourhood Aberdeen for examples of community groups:
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/its-your-neighbourhood/enter-its-your-neighbourhood/2022-entrants  
· Extend giving micro money pots of money to communities
· Peer support/training between community groups to apply for funding
Suggestions specific to green spaces:
· With city centres collapsing perhaps a park on Union Street could become the heart of the city
· Twin approach: make best use of existing parks, develop new green spaces in city fringes e.g. allotments, ‘pocket handkerchief’ sites
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Next meetings
The group agreed to use the next few meetings to think further about the ideas presented today and how to incorporate a more positive (less problem-focussed) approach in our charters, along with consideration of the aspiration for the group. Also for each project, looking at what tests of change have been working, evidence for improvement, whether different ideas/tests are needed. 
We’ll focus on Green Champions and Resilience charters in April and work our way through the rest in the coming months. 
Next meeting 2-3pm 19th April 
